Pre-Kindergarten
Teacher’s
Guide

Fun With Names
Suggested Literature Sele ctions
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
Andy That’s My Name by Tomie dePaola
Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
The Change Your Name Store by Leanne Shirtliffe

6. My Name is Alice
by Jane E. Bayer

Skills Focus
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

name identification
learning the reading process
difference between letters and words
cutting
pencil grasp
phonemic awareness
vocabulary development with focus on naming school supplies

Ide ntifying The ir Names
Print each child’s name on their nameplates found on page 2 in the Student Resources
book. Each morning when the students arrive to class, they find their name that is placed
on a table. Some children will likely need assistance with this at first. They could do the
following:
-

Give it to the teacher indicating they are present and she/he checks to ensure they
have chosen the correct name.
Place it on the “Alphabet Wall” under the correct letter their name begins with. The
letters for the “Alphabet Wall” are found on pages 1-6 in the Teacher’s Resources.

Teaching Concept – Shared Reading
-

Display the name reader found on pages 7-10 of the Teacher’s Resources for
shared reading. This reader can be displayed on the Smart Board or made into a big
book.

Prior to Reading
Prior to reading the selection, discuss how they are going to make a book using their
names. Model read the selection to them, ensuring all children are able to view the print.
After reading it, and the children have become familiar with the text, they can join in by
reading it with you as you point to the words, each time using a different name within the
classroom.

Aa

Bb

Ada

Belle

Aja
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Shared Reading Purpose
v Should be large in text so all children can view the print.
v Should be simple and repetitive so that young readers will
experience success when reading. In the younger years we
call this pretend reading as they are reading from memory.
	
  
Teacher’s Role
The teacher models the reading process by reading the
words aloud, pointing to words as she/he reads and to
demonstrate what as word is, left to right progression and
moving from top to bottom as she/he reads. A discussion
would also follow.

Name Reader – Pages 2-5 of the Student Workbook
Page One of the Reader – Name Recognition
Name on the T-Shirt
Teacher places a number of different nameplates on a table. Prior to this,
each child’s name has been printed on the nameplate. Templates for the
nameplates are found in the Student Resources on page 2. The students
will select their name. They will turn to page 2 in their student workbook,
color the T-shirt and glue their name on it.

Josh	
  

Page Two of the Reader – Rainbow Name Art
The teacher will print each child’s name under the rainbow on page 3 of the
student workbook. The students will go over the name with different colors
as displayed in the photograph. After, they will color the rainbow as
indicated by the color words or using the big book as a guide. The big
book is found on pages 7-10 of the Teacher Resources.

Page Three of the Reader – Developing Scissors Skills
Reaching for the Stars

Reaching for the Stars

On page 3 of the Student Resources you will find beginning scissors skills
grids. This page and grids will be cut out and used for future lessons in
developing cutting skills and key learning concepts. On the blank grid print
each child’s letter found within their name. Cut out the rectangle and have
the students cut out each letter, organize the letters that represent their
name and glue them on page 4 in the student workbook. Recognizing
letters in their name, correct sequence of letters and proper usage of
scissors are the focus here. For a really cute bulletin board display, you could add a
headshot of the child as displayed in the sample on the right.
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Page Four of the Reader - Super Hero
Students decide how they want to display their name (could try printing it).
They can also color the super hero. For a really cute bulletin board
display you could add a headshot of the child as displayed in the sample
on the right. This activity is found on page 5 in their Student Workbook.

	
  

Phonological Awareness is the ability to hear sounds that
make up words in spoken language. It is based on the
understanding that language is made up of words,
syllables, rhymes, and sounds (phonemes). This knowledge
occurs initially in oral language; students do not need to
know how to name letters or their corresponding sounds in
order to demonstrate phonological awareness.

Phonological and Phonemic Awareness Activities
What Skills Should Be Taught in Pre-K?
Word Knowledge
v Recognize how many words are in a sentence.
Syllable Knowledge
v Segment and blend words of at least three syllables.

Rhyme Knowledge
v Recognize rhyming word partners and be able to generate rhyming partners.

Sound Knowledge
v Isolate beginning sounds in words.
v Segment and blend sounds in words with three sounds.
v Change a sound in a word to make a new word.

This curriculum focuses on these four components.
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Name Syllabication
v Clap the number of syllables within the different names.
v Call out a child’s name in syllable segments and have the child with that name
respond.

Name Rhyme
Tell the students, that is is going to be “Rhyming Day” and you are going to say their name
with a word that rhymes with it. They must respond, if it is their name called.
Example:
Josh – Losh

Name Sorting
Sort names according to initial letter sounds and place these names on
the “Alphabet Name Wall”.

Developing Word Awareness and Shared Reading
The development of word and print awareness is important during these
early years. Shared reading and writing is used to develop knowledge
of word awareness. While reading the “Name Reader” during shared
reading time, circle the words and count them.
Print Awareness

Connection to Writing
Show and Share

“Show and Share” is a great way to encourage speech, language development and getting
to know about each other. Each child would have a scheduled day to bring something from
home that they want to share with the class.

Star Student and Shared Writing
The child that is scheduled for a specific day would
be the “Star Student”. This child would be allowed
for be the first in the line-up and be given special
privileges for that day. Shared writing time would
also be devoted to talking about that student. The
teacher would demonstrate the writing process by
writing something about the child on chart paper.
The class and the student would generate the ideas.
The teacher models the writing process and
discusses how capital letters begin at the beginning
of sentences, there spaces between words, points
out sight words and stretches letter sounds.
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Student of the Day
My name is Josh
I am 4 years old.
I like playing with cars.
I can run fast.

Teacher’s Guide

Fun With Names
Vocabulary Development, Cutting, Pencil Skills
The purpose student workbook page 6 is to identify school tools,
develop cutting and pencil skills. The students would identify the
school tools displayed on page 6 of the Student Workbook, draw
along the dotted lines with the teacher encouraging proper pencil
grasp.

Developing Cutting Skills
The teacher would cut along the solid rectangle of the picture grid
of the school tools found on page 3 in the Student Resources
book that display the matching school tools. The students would
snip the upward lines and glue these on the matching school tool
found in their workbook.

Chants and Songs
Name Chant
Teacher uses name cards and displays them. If a child’s name is
displayed, they jump in the hula hoops at the end of the chant.

Students identify
the school tools,
trace on dotted
lines, cut and paste
the matching
pictures.

Rin Tin Tin
Rin Tin Tin
When see your name, jump right in and then jump right out
Name Recognition Songs
(Tune: If You’re Happy and You Know It)
Hold up a nam e card and sing:
If this is your name give a cheer
If this is your name give a cheer
If this is your name, then we really want to hear
If this is your name give a cheer

6

©EE Learning Company Inc.

Teacher’s Guide

Fun With Names
Math Outcomes in this Curriculum
v
v
v
v
v
v

Know number names to 10 and correct sequence
Count number of objects to 20
Compare numbers
Understand addition is adding to, and understanding subtraction taking from
Understand simple patterns
Identify shapes (squares, circles, triangles and rectangles).

Recognizing Number Names to 10
Line-up number cards found on pages 11-12 in Teacher Resources book. Each day point
to each number in order and say them.

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Questions Asked While Counting:
v How many spaces have we moved from point of origin?
v What number comes before, after and between?
v What is the difference between numbers and words?

Count to 20
Each day hop, jump, clap and touch your toes to 20.
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